PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GHANA
EDUCATION UNIT, EASTERN REGION
REPORT ON THE PROJECT “500 PROTESTANT SCHOOLS WORLDWIDE
CELEBRATE 500 YEARS OF REFORMATION” REGIONAL MEETING

DATE: 3RD-6TH JUNE, 2014
VENUE: KOFORIDUA, EASTERN REGION-GHANA
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
A few years ago the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) decided in cooperation with public
bodies and tourist association to launch “500 Protestant Schools around the world celebrate 500
years of Reformation”.
As part of preparation for the celebration in 2017, there was an international “take – off”
conference to launch the project in Eisenach, Germany from 10th – 13th April 2013. About 30
participants from protestant schools around the world: Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia and
America participated in the conference. During the conference, participants collaborated and
agreed on the celebration of this project in participating continents and regions across the globe.
In Africa, a proposal was made to maintain 3-4 regional meetings to herald the 500 years jubilee
preparation that will come off in 2017.
It is against this background that we in Ghana (specifically Koforidua, Eastern Region)
organized programme/project to commemorate the celebration of 500 years of Protestant schools
Reformation in our Country.
PROJECT GOALS
As part of the preparation and celebration to herald the grand commemoration in Wittenberg,
Germany, we (Protestant Churches and Schools) in Africa – in the Eastern part of Ghana, to be
precise, organized the programme/ project to achieve the following goals among others.
 Networking of protestant schools worldwide/countrywide.
 Work on “reformation” in history, present and future celebrating and learning.
 Sharing faith and biblical tradition in an intercultural context.
 Learning and promoting democratic citizenship.
 Advocacy and lobbying for protestant schools.
 Sharing of school profiles, teaching and learning methods
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES
Among the objectives for the project in Ghana were:
 To get representatives in all protestant schools for networking in the Ghana and its subregion.
 To achieve a reflection of the profile; what it means to be a protestant school and how it
reflects itself.
 To organize a 4-day regional meeting to reflect on the reformation and Protestantism
 To celebrate the reformation
 To visit local schools and tourists sites in the region

ARRIVAL OF INTERNATIONAL/LOCAL PARTICIPANTS FOR THE PROJECT
The Regional coordinator in Ghana and the sub-region, Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu and the
Project Coordinator, Mr. Ebenezer Obeng Tieku, met the sole representative from Germany and
a member of the steering committee, Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, at the Kotoka International Airport
upon arrival on Sunday 1st June, 2014 around 20:00 Hours GMT to welcome him to Ghana for
the regional meeting. He was then brought to Koforidua, the venue for the Regional Meeting that
same night to have a full day rest before the Programme commenced on 3rd June, 2014.
Most of the local participants also arrived a day before the start of the regional meeting. Others
also reported the very morning the programme took off.
Participants who came from outside the programme venue were given a comfortable hotel to
lodge at including Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer from Germany.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF MAIN ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS FROM 3RD- 6TH
JUNE, 2014
The Regional meeting of the project “500 protestant schools worldwide celebrate 500 years of
reformation” was made up of delegates’ conference and a massive launching of the project in
Eastern Regional capital, Koforidua-Ghana. The Conference took place at Bed Time Hotel
Conference Room in Koforidua and the mega Launching of the project was held at the
Presbyterian Church of Ghana, Ascension Congregation, Koforidua.



The forecourt of Bed Time Hotel, the Venue for the conference
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Regional Meeting Banner hoisted in front of the conference Venue.
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Delegates, Teachers and Students praying at the forecourt of the PCG, Koforidua
before the route match on 4th June, 2014.

DAY ONE, TUESDAY, 3RD JUNE, 2014,
CONFERENCE DAY ONE (1), AT BED TIME HOTEL, KOFORIDUA.
i.

Registration of Delegates

The registration of conference delegates started at 8:30 hours GMT to herald the main event for
the day. At the close of the day, about Thirty Five (35) delegates registered to participate in the
conference. Participants at the conference were made of Regional Managers of Protestant
Schools, Head Teachers of Protestant Schools, and Staff from Unit Offices, and Ministers from
Protestant Churches in Ghana as well as the Member of the Steering Committee from Germany,
Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer.
ii.

Opening Session

The Opening Prayer which ushered the delegates into the main event was delivered by the
Deputy Regional Manager of Methodist Education Unit, Madam Agyeman Badu.
This was followed immediately by an exhortation from the Regional Manager of Anglican
Education Unit, Rev. Peter K. Otoo. In his message Rev. Otoo, he spoke about the need for
reformation, since in general reformation is something which should part of every good entity.
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Rev. Otoo delivering his message of exhortation on the first day of the conference.

He also bemoaned the deterioration of churches and its doctrine and the fact that some ministers
have assumed undue power and therefore was doing things “which unscriptural and unfortunate”
he ended.
The Anglican Education Unit Manager, spoke under the theme “Let’s rediscover our roots of
Reformation” In his concluding message, he called on delegates to spearhead reformation in our
churches so that we do not go back to pre-reformation days.
iii.

Introduction

The participants were given the opportunity to introduce themselves. The M.C for the day, Rev.
Robert Atenka Ntow who doubles as the Deputy Regional Manager of Presbyterian Education
Unit, introduced the Regional of Presbyterian Schools, and Regional Coordinator for the Project,
Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu to the participants.
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The M.C, Rev. Atenka Ntow introducing dignitaries on the first day of the conference.

Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu, after her introduction, also introduced other dignitaries/facilitators
for the conference. They included Rev. S.K Mensah, Former General Manager of Presbyterian
Schools, Ghana, Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, Representative of the Steering Committee and Very Rev.
Paa Grant Essilfie, The General Manager of Methodist Schools, Ghana.
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Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu in a pose with Dr. Pfeiffer as she introduced him and other
facilitators on the first day of the conference

iv.

Welcome Address/ Overview of the Conference

Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu, The Regional Coordinator of the Project, was invited by the M.C to
deliver her welcome address as well as to give us an overview of the conference.
She began her address on a with warm welcome “Delegates present, I would to welcome you all
to this conference as part of our commemoration and celebration of the project “500 protestant
Schools Worldwide Celebrate 500m Years of Reformation” in Ghana, Koforidua.”
Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu also seized the opportunity to give history of the project. “As an
introduction to the conference; may I kindly give you a brief overview and history behind this
conference.
Martin Luther began the reformation from the Catholic Church which resulted in the protestant
churches worldwide 500 years ago.
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Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu, delivering her welcome/ purpose of gathering Address on
day one of the conference.

As part of remembering our roots 500 years ago, the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) few
years ago, decided in cooperation with public bodies and protestant schools to launch/ celebrate a
Luther Decade from 2008 – 2016 leading to the reformation anniversary and making preparation
for it in 2017.
As part of the preparation and its celebration, we (Protestant Churches and Schools) in the
Eastern part of Ghana, accepted the challenge to organize this conference to enlighten we the
managers and heads of protestant schools to help in achieving the goal of the project.”
She therefore stressed the importance of the conference to the participants “We are therefore
gathered here this morning for this august conference to dig deep and reflect on the sacrifice and
achievement of Martin Luther which eventually brought about the reformation.
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The conference is also aimed at revealing to us, the profile of protestant education, our core
responsibilities and values as protestant educators, and how we all can implement our values in
our schools to ensure that the efforts of Luther Martin and others do not become extinct after 500
years.
We are therefore expected rediscover our roots of reformation at this conference and champion
this good course/ cause in our various schools and churches.”
She then appealed to the delegates to give their maximum cooperation and support during the
conference and also outlined her expectations of the participants after the conference. “As
participants of this conference, I humbly urge you all to give your full cooperation at the
conference so that we can all enjoy the conference to meet our expectation.
After this conference, let’s also do our best to:
 Network protestant schools within our jurisdiction.
 Work on “reformation” in history, celebrate and learn more from the past
 Share faith and biblical tradition in an intercultural context.
 Learn and promote democratic citizenship.
 Become advocates and lobby for protestant schools.
 Share our school profiles, teaching and learning methods with other protestant schools
across the globe.

In her concluding remarks, the Regional Coordinator thanked the delegates for making time out
of their busy schedule to participate in this conference.
v.

Interaction With Our Oversee Partner (Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer)

The representative of the steering committee, Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, was called upon to deliver a
power point presentation on the project to the delegates.
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In his presentation, Dr. Pfeiffer interpreted the project symbols and explained the structure, the
common goals, actions and supporting Elements, Themes/Activities for years among others.



Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, delivering his first address to the delegates on day one of the
conference.

vi.

Snack Break

The delegates went for a snack break prepared and served by the restaurant department of the
Hotel. The break lasted for about 30 minutes.
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Delegates, including Regional Project Coordinator, being served with snacks on the
first day of the conference
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vii.

Lecture One (1) By Rev S. K. Mensah, Former General Manager of Presbyterian
Schools, Ghana.

The renowned educationist and a Minister of the gospel delivered a lecture at the conference
on the theme “Protestant Education Profile in the Past”. In his introduction, the Minister of
the gospel spoke about the scope of his lecture and what is means to a protestant
school/church.
“This discussion is being done within the time frame of the commencement of missionaries’
activities in the Gold Coast particularly from the 19th Century to about a decade after
Independence (1850-1970). The term Protestant is also been contextualized to refer to all
religious bodies who have jointly championed the cause of education during the period under
discussion. It could be taking without arrangement that in contributing towards educational
development process, religious bodies over the years have been concerned with what unites
them and empowers them than what identifies them theologically”.
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Rev. S.K Mensah, delivering his lecture on day one of the conference.

In his lecture the Rev. Minister spoke on a number of pertinent sub-topics under the broad
topic. These included:
•

The Pioneer Missionaries

•

The Protestant Educational Philosophy

•

Overview of Mission/ Religious Bodies Endeavour in Education

•

Protestant Missions Partnership with Government Education

•

Impact of Mission Education and

•

Challenges faced by Missionaries in Education.

viii.

Lecture Two (2) By Very Rev. Paa Grant Esssilfie, General Manager of Methodist
Schools, Ghana.

The second Lecture of the day was under the broad topic/theme “Protestant Education Profile:
Vision Today, And Future”.
The Rev. Minister in His introduction gave a brief history on how reformation from the Catholic
Church came about. “The Protestant Reformation in Germany in 1517, following Martin
Luther’s attempt to provoke discussion about reforming from the Catholic Church. It rapidly
blossomed into an international struggle, resulting in the permanent destruction of Catholic unity
in Europe and the creation of many new Christian denominations and sects. By the early 1520s,
once it was clear that the break with the Catholic Church was permanent, the reformers faced the
challenge of creating stable new Churches that could endure the religious conflict of the
sixteenth century”.
The General Manager of the Methodist Schools, spoke about salient sub-topics about how
Protestant Education started and how far it has reached and the way forward for protestant
education. Below are excerpts of the sub-topics:
•

Education, Discipline and Obligation
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•

The Protestant Influence

•

Vision Today

•

The Ultimate Goal: “Perfect Man” It includes
 Goal One: The Love of God
 Goal Two: Obedience
 Goal Three: Knowledge
 Goal Four: Reverence

•

False Goals In Education Today and Tomorrow

•

Some False Goals in “Christian” Education



Very Rev. Paa Grant Esssilfie, delivering the second lecture on day one of the
conference
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In conclusion, the Rev. said “We often say that on the goals of Protestant Education is to teach
our children to live as Christians in the world. I think this is, perhaps, the goal that summarized
all others”. (Please, find attached scanned copies of the Lecture Notes)
After the second lecture, the Regional Manager of Presbyterian Schools gave the project
customized Key Holders and Lacoste Shirts to be used for the launching to Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer,
Other facilitators, and delegates for the launching on the next day.
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Dr. Pfeiffer, receiving and acknowledging the project souvenirs handed to him by Mrs.
Owusu.
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Reverends Paa Grant Essilfie and S. K Mensah with Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, displaying
their souvenirs as Rev. Atenka and Mrs. Owusu look on with admiration.

20 | P a g e



Delegates praying to bring proceedings on the first day to a close

Facilitators and delegates lined up for group pictures before lunch on the very first of the
conference.
Below are
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ix.

Dr. Pfeiffer, Facilitators and Members of the organizing committee of the
project in Koforidua.

Lunch Break and Closing

At about 15:00 hours GMT, activities for the first day of the conference came to an end with
closing prayer from one of the delegates. The delegates went for lunch at the Restaurant
department of the conference venue, Bed Time Hotel.
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Delegates, leaving the Conference room for their lunch……



Delegates in a queue as they took turn to be served with their lunch

Delegates departed from the conference venue around 16 hours GMT.
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DAY 2, WEDNESDAY, 4TH JUNE, 2014.
OFFICIAL LAUNCHING OF THE PROJECT “500 PROTESTANT SCHOOLS
WORLDWIDE CELEBRATE 500 YEARS OF REFORMATION”
The official launching of the project in Koforidua Eastern Region, Ghana were done under the
major activities a) Route March and b) Official launching



A section of the Students in a pose as they lined up for the commencement of
the route march

A) Route March
The Route match commenced to herald the official launching of the project in Ghana, Eastern
Region Koforidua. Five Hundred (500) School children from protestant schools across the
Region from Presbyterian, Anglican, A.M.E Zion, Salvation Army and Methodist Schools, about
Fifty delegates comprising Regional Managers, Head teachers, Unit Staff members and teachers
from protestant schools participated in the route march.
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Participants started the Route Match from the forecourt of the PCG, Ascension
Congregation, Koforidua

The member/Representative of the steering committee for project from Germany, Dr. Gerhard
Pfeiffer was not left out in this event.
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Dr. Pfeiffer, Mrs. Ivy Asantewa and Mr. Ebenezer Tieku, march on as they lead
the route march

The route march started at about 07:30 hours GMT from the forecourt of Presbyterian Church
of Ghana, Ascension Congregation, Koforidua. The Route march was accompanied by a brass
band and cheer songs. The participants, who were dressed in the project’s branded Lacoste and
paper hats/caps marched through the some of the principal streets in the Eastern Regional capital,
Koforidua under the guidance of five police personal from Ghana police service. The project
banner which was held by students coupled with the project Lacoste shirt and paper caps/hats
wore by schools leaders and students respectively, made the event very colorful. Residents in
Koforidua who heard the great songs and the sound of the brass band, thronged to the streets to
catch a glimpse of what was actually going on. The Route march really created awareness about
the project in the municipality.
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Participants being guided by the police personnel as they marched through
some principal streets in Koforidua



Participants sang and danced as they marched on………..

The Route march reached its climax at the Presby school complex, Koforidua near the PCG,
Ascension congregation, as managers, Headteachers, teachers and students took turns to dance
on the Presby school park amidst huge celebration after the entire participant assumed a cyclic
formation on the field.
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Delegates including Dr. Pfeiffer danced their hearts out on the School complex
field as got to the end of the route march.

The entire route match lasted for about one hour, fifteen minutes, it therefore ended at
08:45hours G.M.T. The participants together with others were waiting for the actual launching,
thronged into the Auditorium of Presbyterian Church Ghana Ascension congregation, Koforidua
for the main programme of the day.
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Students walking to the Ascension Congregation Auditorium for the launching.



Delegates walking to the Ascension Congregation Auditorium for the
launching.

B) Official launching of the Project
The participants of the route march and other invited guests converged at the venue at about
08:50 hours G.M.T.
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Some of the students posed for the camera as they waited for the start of the
programme.
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A section of the Students already seated for the start of the launching ceremony….

The master of ceremony for the programme was Mr. Ebenezer Obeng Tieku, the co-coordinator
for the project.

36 | P a g e



Mr. Obeng Tieku Ebenezer, in a pose as he emceed the launching of the project.

a) Opening Session
i).

The Presbyterian Hymn numbered 1 (1-2) dubbed “Mo Kanfo Nyankopon” which
literally means let’s praise God was sung by participants to commence the programme.
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ii)

Participants stood up for the Opening Hymn and Prayer

The opening prayer was delivered by Mr. Isaac Gyamfi Amoah, an officer at the
Presbyterian Education Unit, Koforidua.
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iii)

Mr. Gyamfi Amoah Isaac, delivering the Opening Prayer to commence the launching
ceremony.

Introduction: the Deputy Regional manager of Presby schools, Rev. Robert Atenka
Ntow, was called upon to introduce dignitaries at the function. The Deputy Regional
Manager accordingly introduced the District Minister, Presbyterian Church of Ghana,
Koforidua, Rev. P. K. Dekyem, The Regional Managers of Presby Schools, Mrs. Ivy
Asantewa Owusu and the rest of the Regional Managers Present. He also introduced
teachers and students of protestant schools present.
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Rev. Robert Atenka Ntow in a pose as he introduced dignitaries at the function.

The Regional Manager of Presby schools, who doubles are the Regional Co-coordinator of the
Project, specially introduced the Representative of the steering committee, Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer
to
the gathering.
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Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu, introducing Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer to the gathering at the
launching Ceremony

After the introduction period, the M.C of the programme crafted a slogan from the theme for
2014.
Whenever the called “Protestant Schools”, he encouraged the participants to respond
“Rediscover
Route of reformation’.
b) Purpose of Gathering/Welcome Address
The Regional Manager of Presbyterian Schools, Mrs Ivy Asantewa Owusu, was invited to
deliver the purpose of the gathering or/ and welcome Address. As an introduction to her address,
she acknowledged the presence of the District Minister, Representative from Germany, Dr.
Gerhard Pfeiffer, Other Regional Managers of protestant schools, Heads of schools, Teachers
students and members of the general public present.
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In her introductory remarks she graciously welcomed everyone to the launching. “I welcome all
of you to the launching of our project dubbed “500 Protestant Schools Worldwide Celebrate 500
years of Reformation” in Eastern Region, Koforidua” she said.
Afterwards, the Regional coordinator, paid glowing tribute to Martin Luther and also gave brief
history and event leading to official launching of the project in Koforidua. “It is indeed
refreshing to have all of you to participate in the launching of this project today, which has been
made possible by the enormous efforts of Martin Luther almost 500 years ago.
A few years ago the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) decided in cooperation with public
bodies, protestant schools/churches and tourist associations to launch “500 Protestant Schools
around the world celebrate 500 years of Reformation”.
As part of preparation for the grand celebration in 2017, there was an international “take – off”
conference to launch the project in Eisenach, Germany from 10th – 13th April 2013. About 30
participants from protestant schools around the world: Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia and
America participated in the conference. During the conference, participants collaborated and
agreed on the celebration of this project in participating continents and regions across the globe.
In Africa, a proposal was made to maintain 3-4 regional meetings to herald the 500 years jubilee
preparation that will come off in October, 2017.
It is against this background that we in Ghana (specifically Koforidua, Eastern Region) have
decided to organize and launch this project today to commemorate the celebration of 500 years
of Protestant schools Reformation in our country” she stated. She also stressed the reason behind
the invitation of all protestant schools. “We have extended invitations to all protestant schools
and their managers to join us to launch this project so that we can all share and maintain the
legacy bequeathed to us by Martin Luther and his fellows”.
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Regional Manager of Presbyterian School, Mrs. Ivy Owusu, flanked by two of her
colleagues, Mr. Ampatay of Salvation Army Schools and Rev. Otoo of Anglican
Schools as she delivered her welcome address.

The Presbyterian schools Regional Manager also outlined the objectives of the project in Ghana.
“In launching and commemorating the project in Ghana after it has been replicated in Rwanda,
Congo and Cameroun, we are committed to:
 Ensuring that most of our protestant schools in Ghana and its sub-region become partners
by registering on the project website to link up with other protestant schools around the
world.
 Achieving a reflection of the protestant profile; i.e. what it means to be a protestant
school and how it reflects itself.
 Rediscovering roots of reformation worldwide which is the theme for 2014 celebration
 Celebrating the reformation in Eastern Region yearly until 2017 to create awareness to
the unreached protestant schools across the country.
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 Celebrating and visiting the first protestant schools in Ghana.
As one of our key objectives, we want to link up all our protestant schools with others across the
globe, and therefore,” she reiterated.
She again spoke about the need for head of schools and manager to register their schools to
become partners of protestant network of schools worldwide. “I would like to encourage heads
and managers of protestant schools present, to as a matter of priority ensure that their schools
register to become members of the 500 partnership education institutions across the globe. This
will surely give us the opportunity to be a part of the climax of the whole project in Wittenberg,
Germany on 31st October, 2017”
The Regional coordinator, in her concluding remarks thanked stakeholders and all participants
who have made the project as success in Ghana. “May I take the opportunity to thank our
partners in Germany, Evangelical Mission Work (EMW) in Deutschland, and Evangelical
Church in Deutschland (EKD), who have sent Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer to help us in the entire
regional meeting in Eastern Region. We appreciate their enormous fiscal support which has
contributed to making this regional meeting a success.
May I also extend a heartfelt profound gratitude to the District Minister, PCG, Ascension
congregation, Rev. P.K Dekyem for his unavoidable succour in making this launching a reality.
I also thank all of you for coming and may the Good Lord bless us all. Let’s us enjoy the
programme.
Thank you all once again” she ended.
c) Song Ministration:
The Trinity Presby Model Basic School Choir treated the audience to good and melodious song
ministration with the title “Hail Martin Luther.” The song which was composed locally by Mr.
Nartey was to eulogize Martin Luther for the great work he did in bringing reformation.
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Trinity Presbyterian Model Basic Choir led by the Choir Master, performing their song
at the launching

d) Exhortation/Launching
The Koforidua District Minister for Presbyterian Church of Ghana, Ascension Congregation,
Rev. P. K. Dekyem, was honorably invited to deliver an exhortation as well as to officially
launch the project in Ghana.
In his opening remarks, the District Minister welcome everybody to what he termed “this special
programme” and expressed his joy for hosting the programme” Let me use this opportunity to
welcome all of you on behalf of the Session or the Church Board of this congregation to this
special programme. I must say that we feel honoured for hosting this international programme in
which our schools here in Ghana have

been counted among the 500 Protestant schools

worldwide in celebrating the five hundred years of the Reformation, in no place than this church
auditorium”
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Rev. P.K Dekyem delivering his exhortation and officially launching the project in
Ghana, Koforidua.

The Man of God then gave a brief history of how reformation came about and the immense
contribution of the main actor, Martin Luther. “When we talk of the Reformation, then we are
talking about an important personality in Church history. Dr. Henry H. Halley in his Bible
handbook published by Zondervan Publishing House had this to say about Martin Luther (1483 –
1546) who brought about the Protestant Reformation, “Next to Jesus and Paul, the greatest man
of all ages was Martin Luther”.
Born of poor parents at Eisleben in Germany, Luther entered the University of Erfurt in 1501 to
study Law. He was a fine student, very brilliant, great talker and debater. He also loved music.
He took his degrees in unusually short time.
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In 1505, Luther decided to enter the monastery. One thing about his was that he excelled in
whatever he decided to do. He hated mediocrity. Thus, as a monk, he became exemplary and
very religious.

One day in 1508 while reading the Book of Romans, his enlightenment and peace came suddenly
when he stumbled on the statement, “The just shall live by faith”. He saw, at last, that salvation
was to be gained by trust in God through Christ, and not by rituals, sacraments and penances of
the Church. This changed his whole life, and the whole course of history of the Church.
In 1508, Martin Luther took up appointment as a lecturer in the University of Wittenberg, a
position he held till his death in 1546. It was from this University that the published his famous
95 Theses which challenged the corrupt and the unbiblical practices of the Papacy and posted it
on the church door in Wittenberg on 31st October 1517.
In 1520, the Pope issued a Bull excommunicating Luther from the Church, and gave him 60
days, to retract what he had published. Luther burned the Bull publicly on December 10, 1520.
In 1521, Luther was condemned by the Diet of Worms which included dignitaries from the
Roman Empire and the Roman Catholic Church for his failure to retract what he had written.
However, he had many friends among the German Princes, and the Edict was not carried out. He
was hid by friends for about a year, and then returned to Wittenberg to continue with his work of
speaking and writing.
Rev. Dekyem, also took the opportunity to encourage teachers to help the students enjoy the
benefits of the project “As we launch the Reformation Project which seeks to celebrate the
contribution of Martin Luther to scholarship and spirituality by Protestant schools worldwide
here in Ghana , let me use this opportunity to encourage our teachers to prepare their pupils and
students to drive the full benefits of this project which they have the opportunity to join from
now to 2917, when the celebration will reach its climax” he stressed.
He again charged teachers to be the Martin Luther’s of our time when he said “Martin Luther,
who is being celebrated was a teacher. My prayer is that teachers in this country, and especially,
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those of you teaching in protestant schools will aspire to make a difference as Luther did, no
matter the challenges”.
He also prayed that all benefit immensely from the project. “I pray that the Reformation Project
will bring new opportunities and lasting transformation to our School as they fraternize with
other protestant schools worldwide through the internet and exchange programmes”
In his concluding remarks, he officially launched the project. “On this not, I declare the
Reformation Project in Ghana, duly launched, in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. Amen. Thank you and God Bless you” he ended.

e) Choreography I
Pupils from Jumapo Presby Basic School performed a colorful and interesting chorographic
dance to entertain the participant at the programme. They combined different dance moves with
a variety of songs to the admiration of all present.
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Pupils of Jumapo Presby Basic School, displaying their Choreographic Skills at the
launching

f) Fraternal Messages:
Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, a member of the steering committee from Germany delivered a message on
behalf of the committee’s Chairperson to the gathering.
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Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, delivering the Chairperson of the Steering Committee’s message
at the launching
g) Poetry Recital:
Students from Jumapo Presbyterian Basic School took the stage by storm, nice poems. Most
were about Christianity and Education. The students recited the poems in English and in one of
the local languages (Akuapem Twi)
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Pupils of Jumapo Presby Basic School lined up and waited patiently for their turn to
recite poems.

h) Choreography II:
The Chorography group of Jumapo Presby Basic School took to the stage for the second time,
and performed another master-class chorographic dance to the admiration of the participants at
the launching.
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Jumapo Presbyterian Basic School Students displaying one of their moves in their
second Choreographic Dance

After the choreography, the Regional Manager of Presbyterian Schools in the company of her
colleagues invited Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer to the stage. They honoured Dr. Pfeiffer by decorating
him with a locally sewn Presbyterian Long-Sleeves Shirt and a Kente Muffler. Again he was
given another muffler with the inscription “Greetings to Ghana” was therefore asked to show it
to members of the steering committee that indeed he came to Ghana and thus we were extending
our greetings to them through him.
It was really a surprise to Dr. Pfeiffer and therefore he could not hide his joy for the honoured
done him. He therefore used the opportunity to thank them very much for the show of love.
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Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer being decorated with the Kente Muffler by Rev. Otoo, the
Regional Manager of Anglican Schools



Dr. Pfeiffer, proudly displaying his Kente Muffler to the audience at the launching
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Ag. Regional Manager of Methodist Schools, decorating Dr. Pfeiffer with the muffler
with the inscription, “Greetings from Ghana”
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Regional of Presbyterian Schools and her colleagues display the locally made
Presbyterian Schools cloth long sleeves shirt whiles Dr. Pfeiffer looks on and claps
with admiration
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Dr. Pfeiffer in his locally made Presby School cloth long sleeves shirt and his two
Kente Mufflers.

i) Vote of Thanks:
Ms. Vivian Obuobisa-Darko, a teacher at Presbyterian JHS ‘C’ Koforidua, was invited to deliver
the vote of thanks at the launching ceremony.
She first thanked God Almighty, followed by a sincere gratitude to the District Minister of PCG
Koforidua, the Representative from Germany, Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer and Partners in Germany, the
local organizing committee and those who helped in diverse way to make the launching a
monumental success.
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Ms Vivian Obuobisa-Darko, giving the vote of thanks at the end of the launching
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DAY 3, THURSDAY, 5TH JUNE, 2014
CONTINUATION OF THE DELEGATES CONFERENCE AT BEDTIME HOTEL
KOFORIDUA
a)

Registration
On the second day of the delegates’ conference which happens to be the 3rd day of the

entire project in Ghana, started with fresh registration for delegates. The registration began at
08:30 hours GMT and ended at 09:00 hours GMT. About thirty five (35) delegates registered for
the conference.
i)

Opening Prayer: The opening prayer for the morning was delivered said by the
Regional Manager for Salvation Army Schools. Mr. Ampatay to commence the
conference.



Mr. Ampatay, leading the opening prayer on the second day of the conference.
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ii)

Exhortation:

The message for Exhortation was ministered by the Deputy Regional

Manager of Presby Schools. Rev. Robert Atenka Ntow. In his sermon, he encouraged delegates
to let their light so shine to enable other followers or subordinates see their good examples and
emulate accordingly.
He quoted Acts 4:19-20 and using the Apostles as an example, he stressed on the need for
boldness in the churches to correct vices in the churches as Peter the Apostle did, to expose vices
in the churches, schools, work place etc.



Rev. Robert Atenka Ntow giving the exhortation for the morning.

Mr. Ebenezer Obeng Tieku co-emceed the conference on the second day with Rev. Robert
Atenka Ntow.
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b)

Group Work

After the message of exhortation, the agenda for the conference for the day started. Management
and organizers of the conference as part of the conference decided to involve the delegated in
group work to discuss topics that will help deepen our sense of commitment to reformation.
Delegates from different protestant schools and churches were put into five distinct groups, with
a topic for each of the group to deliberate on.
Below are the classification of the groups and other respective topics/questions:
Group 1: Are the factors that led to the involvement of protestant missions in formal Education
still valid today? Give reasons.
Group 2: What challenges now are faced by protestant education agencies?
Group 3: The future of protestant education lies in the hands of all teacher, managers, Religious
heads etc. Explain the roles they can play to raise the standard.
Group 4: What is the profile of protestant schools in Ghana and how can protestant?
Group 5: What in your own assessment motivated Martin Luther and his fellows to fight for the
reformation from the Catholic Church and what can you also do to keep the Spirit of
Protestantism?
Each of the groups were given about One and half hours (1 hour, 30 minutes) to discuss their
respective topics and write a comprehensive report on their discussion
The groups did their possible best to digest the questions put before them and consequently
wrapped up their group report at the end of the stipulated duration.
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A Session of delegates in their groups discussing their questions
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A Session of delegates in their groups discussing their questions
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A Session of delegates in their groups discussing their questions
c) Snack Break: The entire delegates were all served with drinks and pastries. The break
offered the delegates sometime to rest and prepare for the next session after sitting for close to
two and half hours (2 hours, 30 Minutes)
d)

Presentation of Groups Report:

After the snack break, the delegates went back into their groups. The co-MC for the day, Rev.
Atenka Ntow, asked each group to select group chairman and secretary for presentation of group
reports according to group numbers. The presentation started with the first group and ended with
group five
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Group One Chairman and Secretary handing over their report to the co-MC, Rev
Atenka after presentation
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Group Two Chairman handing over report to co-MC, Mr. Tieku after presentation
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Group Three Chairman and Secretary handing over their report to the co-MC, Rev.
Atenka after presentation
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Group four Chairman and Secretary handing over their report to the co-MC, Mr.
Tieku after presentation.
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Group Five Chairman and Secretary Handing over their report after presentation.

After the presentation from each group, delegates were given the opportunity to quiz the group
leaders on issues they raised in their report which needed further clarification. This provided
participants/ delegates with insights on each group’s report.
e).

Interaction with Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer

After the presentation of group report, the members of the project steering committee, Dr.
Gerhard Pfeiffer, took his turn to interact with delegates on key and important issues about the
reformation project and it celebration.
Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer delivered a power point presentation on the reformation project. The first
one was a 13-slide power point presentation with the topic “Project 2013 to 2017”. He carefully
explained the sub-topics of the main topic to delegates. These included.
 Structure of the project
 Common goals
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 Action and support elements
 Themes of the years
 For schools: Action started in 2013
 Join the project by planting a fruit tree
 For schools: Action in the following year
 Further proposals for participating schools etc.
After other first presentation he gave the delegates the opportunity to asked questions on his
delivery. The Steering committee member afterward continued with a 27 –slide power point
presentation on the topic: “Martin Luther and the Reformation in Germany from a 21st Century
Perspective”. He spoke on a number of important issues in his presentation about martin Luther.
These included the following:
 Martin Luther’s Biography I, II, III & IV
 Martin Luther as a writer and preacher
 Lucas Cranach explaining Luther’s teaching by means of drawing and paintings
 Philip Melanchthon’s Biography I, II and III.
 The main places of Reformation
 Major branches of Reformation
 The Luther Decoder
 Lessons to be learnt from the reformation among others
After this second presentation also, delegates present got opportunity to seek clarification on
issues pertaining his presentation.
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Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer delivering his power-point Lecture on the last day of the
conference.

f) Appraisal by Delegates and Closing Remarks by Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu.
After the comprehensive presentation from Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, the delegates were asked to
write their views on the conference with regards to: venue, meal, lectures, transportation and the
overall organization of the project in Ghana –Koforidua.
The Delegates were full of praise for the organizers, Presby Education Unit, Eastern Region, for
the wonderful project commemoration in Ghana.
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Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu, Regional Coordinator delivering her closing Address at the
end of the conference.

The Regional Manager of Presby Schools, who doubles as the Regional Project coordinator, in
her closing remakes thanked Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer and the steering committee in Germany, the
delegates and all who supported in one way or the other to make the conference a huge success.
She encouraged all delegates to go to their respective Education Units and Schools to champion
the objectives, goals and values of the Reformation Project.
g) Lunch Break and Closing:
After a short a prayer, delegates went to the restaurant department of the hotel to have their
lunch. This rounded up the conference at Bed Time Hotel, Koforidua-Ghana

h) Evening Church Service to watch A Movie/ Film on Martin Luther
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After the conference, some of the delegates including the Regional Project coordinator, Mrs. Ivy
Asantewa Owusu, Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, Deputy Regional Manager, Presby Unit, Rev. Atenka
Ntow, Mr. Amoah Gyamfi Isaac, A staff at Presby Education Unit and Mr. Obeng Tieku
Ebenezer, Project coordinator, among others, joined the local P.C G, Congregation at KoforiduaMile 50, to watch the movie about Martin Luther. Prior to the film show, the Regional Manager
of Presby Schools, Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu, narrated a brief history about Martin Luther and
the circumstances that led to the reformation from the Catholic Church. This was to help the
local congregation know what to expect and to understand the movie well. The movie started
around 20:00 hrs GMT and ended around 22:00hrs G.M.T.
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DAY 4, FRIDAY 6TH JUNE, 2014
SCHOOL & HISTORICAL SITES VISIT
The entourage/team which made the trip to historical sites and schools included the following
•

Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, member of steering committee, Germany

•

Regional Manager, Salvation Army Education Unit, Mr. Ampatay.

•

Ag. Regional Manager, Methodist Education Unit, Mrs.……………….

•

Deputy Regional Manager Presby Education Unit, Rev. Robert Atenka Ntow

•

Mr. Amoah Gyamfi Isaac, member of planning committee of the project in Koforidua

•

Mr. Obeng Tieku Ebenezer, Project Coordinator

a) Visit to Presby K.G, Primary and JHS Schools Akropong-Akuapem
The team first visited the first Protestant Basic School in Ghana. Upon arrival the Headmistress,
welcome the team and was therefore asked to give a brief history about the school. In her
narration, she said the school was founded in 1843. She also revealed that school was relocated
to this present compound due to the dilapidated nature of the structures at where the school was
first established.

76 | P a g e



Headmistress of the School, second from right, and her assistants in a photograph with
the team after she gave us a brief history of the school.
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In front of the School wall are the School’s name, logo and year of establish boldly
displayed on its wall
After discussion with the head and her assistants the school children as well as teachers were
asked to assemble at the P.C.G church near the school.
After an opening prayer by the local manager of the school, the team was introduced to the
students and teachers by the Headmistress. The Regional Manager of Presby Schools, Mrs. Ivy
Asantewa, took the opportunity to address the gathering. She reminded them of their status as
the first Protestant Basic School in Ghana and also informed them of the purpose of the visit.
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Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Addressing the Students and teachers as other team members look
on…..
Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer also addressed the gathering. In his address, he expressed his joy to be with
them and the fact that the school is the first protestant basic school in Ghana.
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Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer addressing the students and teachers of the School.
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A section of the students listening to addresses from team members.

After the addresses, over 700 customized project paper caps were distributed to student and
teachers of the school to publicize about the project “500 schools worldwide celebrate 500 years
of Reformation” in the Akropong-Akuapem Township and its environs.
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Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu and Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer joined in the distribution of the
Paper Caps

In addition to the caps, customized Project Key Holders were also given out to the local of the
school as well as the head and some staff members. Project flyers were also given to the school
to enable them connect to other protestant schools worldwide. The local manager said the closing
prayer and the team left the school amidst jubilations from the students.
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Some of the Students display their cap after they received them.

b) Visit to Presbyterian College of Education (PCE), Akropong-Akuapem.
The team headed to Presbyterian College of Education, the first Protestant College of Education
in Ghana. Upon arrival, the team was ushered into office of the Vice Principal, Administration,
in the absence of the principal who was away on official duty.
The Vice Principal warmly welcomed us into his office. Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu seized the
opportunity to explain the purpose of our visit to the vice principal. She then introduced the
members on her team. With the purpose of the visit known and members introduced, the Vice
Principal was asked to give a brief history of the college. He narrated how the school started and
the reason behind the college being called “Mother of our Schools”. He also gave explanation to
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monument in front of the college’s administration and then proceeded to explain the contribution
of missionaries from Europe to the development of the college.



Team Members at the office of the Vice Principal at P.C.E.-Akropong-Akuapem

The vice principal after the discussions at his office led the team to a monument in front of the
Administration Block, the cemetery in the heart of the college where missionaries and past
principals (local and expatriate were buried) and an Old Church Building at the College’s
Compound.
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A monument “Mother of Our Schools” in front of the Administration Block of PCE,
Akropong-Akuapem

Vice Principal of PCE, Akropong interpreting the above monument to the members of
the team
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A view of the Cemetery in the heart of the College’s Compound.
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An Old Historical Church Building in the College built by the Missionaries

He again led the team to other historical sites in college including an old School for the Deaf
Building which has been abandoned for years. At the sites visited, he explained the history
behind them. After the tour the team expressed their appreciation to him and continued the visit.
c) Visit to the Offices of Akuapem Presbytery at Akropong-Akuapem
The team, having left the premises of Presbyterian College of Education, Paid a brief visit to the
Offices of the Akuapem Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana to interact with the
workers. The team led by Mrs. Ivy Asantewa Owusu, briefed the workers on the purpose of our
visit to the Presbytery.
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The Front View of the Akuapem Presbytery of PCG at Akropong-Akuapem



The team in a group Photograph with Some Staff at the Akuapem Presbytery of PCG

d) Visit to Salem Presby JHS, Akropong-Akuapem
The team continued their visit to Salem Presby JHS, the first Protestant Boys Middle School in
Ghana. The team had discussions with the Headteacher and staff, about the project and the need
for all schools to get involved. After the interactions, over Five Hundred (500) customized
project paper caps were issued out to the head for distribution to the students and staff. This was
aimed at publicizing about the project and its launch in Ghana.
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The Headteacher, Mrs. Yeboah Antwi (facing Camera) in an interaction with the team

e) Lunch At Palm Hill
The team after the series of visits journeyed to a nearby restaurant to take launch. The team after
the launch, began the journey back to Koforidua around 15:45 hours GMT and arrived in
Koforidua at about 16:30 hour G.M.T
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Dr. Pfeiffer and Mr. Ampatay waiting to be served lunch at the Palm Hill Restaurant.

f) Departure of Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer
Dr. Gerhard Pfeiffer, after participating in the Regional Meeting to launch the Project “500
Protestant Schools Worldwide Celebrate 500 Years of Reformation”, left the shores of Ghana
after his seven days visit on Saturday, 7th June, 2014. He was seen off at the Kotoka International
Airport by the Regional Manager of Presbyterian Schools, Eastern Region Mrs. Ivy Asantewa
Owusu.

THE END!
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Written By: BY: MR. EBENEZER OBENG TIEKU
(PROJECT COORDINATOR)
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