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Who we are

IV is a non-profit organisation, active in the whole of Europe 

IV aims to promote Christian education and Christian school systems

International Association for Christian Education - IV

French: Fédération Internationale Protestante de L'Enseignement

German: Internationaler Verband für christliche Erziehung und Bildung

Dutch: Internationaal Verband voor christelijke opvoeding en onderwijs

Members of IV: 

National associations of teachers

Schools board organisations and networks of schools

Supporting organisations

Working languages: English, German
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Our history

A new start after Word War II

Opening doors after the fall of the Iron Curtain

An act of reconciliation after the first World War

Christian education to promote peace and unity in Europe

Education for Democratic Citizenship, Respect of Human Rights

Regaining and preserving the values of Christian education, 
encouraging dialogue in an open, pluralistic society 

Member organisations today coming from:
Austria, England, Estonia, France, Germany, Ireland, Hungary, 
The Netherlands, Northern Ireland, Poland, Slovakia, Switzerland, Wales
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Specific aims

Art.3.2.a
… to promote mutual exchange 
and encounter among Christian 
teachers from European countries

according to the articles
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Specific aims

Art.3.2.b
… to coordinate the interests of Christian schools and 
Christian teaching in the educational and training 
systems of Europe 
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Specific aims

Art.3.2.c
… to give face and voice to Christian schools and 
Christian teaching in and before the churches in Europe 
and European Institutions ... and to provide appropriate 
institutional conditions for schools and teachers 
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Working structures

Article 4 
The association seeks to achieve its 
objects, inter alia by: 
a. meetings, seminars and conferences; 

b. statements and 
publications;

f. engagement in any other 
activities that may meet the 
objective.

c. joint projects;
d. cooperation with other agencies

e. mediation in the 
establishment of contacts
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Partners

Intereuropean Commission 
on Church and School (ICCS)

Joint projects (conferences, study 
trips, publications)

Common Newsletter (in English, German 
and French)

Mutual attendance of board 
meetings
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Partners

Co-ordinating Group for 
Religion in Education in 
Europe (CoGREE)

together with ICCS, EFTRE and others

Joint conferences on Religious Education

Common representation at the 
Council of Europe

Klingenthal Colloquy on interreligious 
and interconvictional dialogue 
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Partners

Conference of European 
Churches (CEC)

IV and ICCS as Associated members,
now: Organisations in partnership
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Activities I

General Assembly and Symposium (every year) 

2012 Cieszyn(Poland): „School Chaplaincy in 
Protestant Schools (Central and Eastern Europe)“

2013 Soesterberg (Netherlands): „School 
Chaplaincy in Protestant Schools II (Western 
Europe“
2014 Pápa (Hungary): „Human Rights and
European Values on the Agenda of Christian 
Schools“ 

2015 Bern (Switzerland): „Developing the Capacity
for Dialogue with others in a Pluralistic Society“

2016 Bratislava (Slovakia): „… and you took Me
in“ – Initiatives of Christian Schools in Europe
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Activities II

European Seminar for Teachers in Bad Wildbad/Black Forest, Germany
- every second year
2009  „Evaluating and Improving
Educational Quality“ 

2011 "European citizenship for the future: 
the Christian contribution to education for
democracy"
2013 „Dancing with differences in Europe -
an opportunity for a Christian inspired
education“  

2015 „Seeking Solidaritiy in a Troubled
Europe – Challenges and Choices for
School and Education“

2017 „ A Pedagogy of Hope in a 
Changing Europe – Approaches, 
Perspectives and Challenges for
Schools“
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Activities III

Study Trips for School Leaders (together with ICCS)

School Leaders Education Visit to Wales and England
‘Church Schools and Citizenship’
March 2012 and April 2013

Visit to Liverpool Hope University
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Activities III

Study Trips for School Leaders (together with ICCS)

School Leaders Education Visit to Wales and England
‘Church Schools and Citizenship’
March 2012 and April 2013

St Giles Centre for Religion and 
Education, Wrexham
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Activities III

Study Trips for School Leaders (together with ICCS)

School Leaders Education Visit to Wales and England
‘Church Schools and Citizenship’
March 2012 and April 2013

St Joseph's Catholic and Anglican 
High School, Wrexham
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Activities III

Study Trips for School Leaders (together with ICCS)

March 2015 and April 2016:

School Leaders 
Education Visit 
to Christian Schools 
in the Netherlands



Identity and Diversity – Profiles of Christian Schools in Europe

Study Conference for Head Teachers and Education Experts

organized by the International Association for Christian Education (IV) in cooperation with

the Department for Research and Development of Protestant Schools (WAES) and the

Comenius‐Institute (CI)  Bratislava/Slovakia, November 17th & 18th, 2016 
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Activities IV

European Conference for Researchers and School Practitioners



p. ex. Joining and supporting „schools500reformation“ from the beginning
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Activities V

Co-operating with International Networks

Regional Conference in Ghana 2014



Thank you for your interest!
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